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Aircraft situational awareness improvement system and method
Abstract
The present invention in its various aspects is as set out in the appended claims. In one embodiment, a
method for improving aircraft pilot situational awareness includes receiving and processing datalink messages
and automatic dependent surveillance-broadcast (ADS-B) data in an aircraft. A spatial and temporal
situational
model for the aircraft is generated based on the processed datalink messages and the processed ADSB data. At
least a portion of the spatial and temporal situational model is rendered on a display device within the aircraft.
In another embodiment, an aircraft pilot situational awareness improvement system includes a display device
and a processor. The display device is coupled to receive image rendering display commands and is
configured, upon receipt thereof, to render one or more images. The processor is configured to receive
datalink messages and automatic dependent surveillance-broadcast (ADS-B) and is configured, upon receipt
thereof, to process the received datalink messages and the received ADS-B data, generate a spatial and
temporal situational model for the aircraft based on the processed datalink messages and the processed ADS-
B data, and supply image rendering display commands to the display device that cause the display device to
render at least a portion of the spatial and temporal situational model.
Furthermore, other desirable features and characteristics of the aircraft pilot situational awareness
improvement system and method will become apparent from the subsequent detailed description, taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings and the preceding background.
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Description
TECHNICAL FIELD
[0001] The present invention generally relates to air-
craft situational awareness, and more particularly relates
to a system and method for providing improved situation-
al awareness using a situational model populated with
data from various data and information sources.
BACKGROUND
[0002] The sources of data being supplied to aircraft
are increasing. Some examples of these data include
automatic dependent surveillance-broadcast (ADS-B)
data and datalink messaging. As is generally known,
ADS-B is a cooperative surveillance technique for air traf-
fic control and related applications. More specifically,
ADS-B equipped aircraft automatically and periodically
transmit state vector data, typically via a dedicated trans-
ponder. An aircraft state vector typically includes its po-
sition, airspeed, altitude, intent (e.g., whether the aircraft
is turning, climbing, or descending), aircraft type, and
flight number. Datalink messaging provides an additional
channel of communication for pilots, and provides en-
hanced information flow to and from the flight deck. In-
deed, datalink messaging technologies are supplanting
traditional radio transmissions as the primary means of
communication between aircraft and ground facilities
(e.g., air traffic control).
[0003] Much of this information included in ADS-B
transmissions and datalink messages could be useful to
pilots if the information was properly filtered and used to
build a real-world model. Currently there are no informa-
tion management systems to integrate the disparate in-
formation into a coherent situation model that could be
used to filter information and support situational aware-
ness projections.
[0004] US2005/0156777 discloses an apparatus and
method for combining the functionality of multiple air-
borne traffic surveillance systems that operate in the L-
band frequency range. US2006/0030994 discloses a
method for correlating between targets in an air traffic
control system, including ADS-B target reports.
[0005] Hence, there is a need for a system and method
for utilizing ADS-B and datalink message information to
provide the ability to display a situational model that ex-
tends beyond sensor range. The present invention ad-
dresses at least this need.
BRIEF SUMMARY
[0006] The present invention in its various aspects is
as set out in the appended claims. In one embodiment,
a method for improving aircraft pilot situational aware-
ness includes receiving and processing datalink messag-
es and automatic dependent surveillance-broadcast
(ADS-B) data in an aircraft. A spatial and temporal situ-
ational model for the aircraft is generated based on the
processed datalink messages and the processed ADS-
B data. At least a portion of the spatial and temporal sit-
uational model is rendered on a display device within the
aircraft.
[0007] In another embodiment, an aircraft pilot situa-
tional awareness improvement system includes a display
device and a processor. The display device is coupled
to receive image rendering display commands and is
configured, upon receipt thereof, to render one or more
images. The processor is configured to receive datalink
messages and automatic dependent surveillance-broad-
cast (ADS-B) and is configured, upon receipt thereof, to
process the received datalink messages and the re-
ceived ADS-B data, generate a spatial and temporal sit-
uational model for the aircraft based on the processed
datalink messages and the processed ADS-B data, and
supply image rendering display commands to the display
device that cause the display device to render at least a
portion of the spatial and temporal situational model.
[0008] Furthermore, other desirable features and char-
acteristics of the aircraft pilot situational awareness im-
provement system and method will become apparent
from the subsequent detailed description, taken in con-
junction with the accompanying drawings and the pre-
ceding background.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0009] The present invention will hereinafter be de-
scribed in conjunction with the following drawing figures,
wherein like numerals denote like elements, and wherein:
[0010] FIG. 1 depicts a functional block diagram of an
exemplary avionics display system 100;
[0011] FIG. 2 depicts a non-limiting example as to how
a spatial and temporal situational model generated by
the system of FIG. 1 may be rendered on the display
device of FIG. 1; and
[0012] FIG. 3 depicts a process, in flowchart form, that
may be implemented in the avionics display system of
FIG. 1.
DETAILED DESCRIPTION
[0013] The following detailed description is merely ex-
emplary in nature and is not intended to limit the invention
or the application and uses of the invention. As used here-
in, the word "exemplary" means "serving as an example,
instance, or illustration." Thus, any embodiment de-
scribed herein as "exemplary" is not necessarily to be
construed as preferred or advantageous over other em-
bodiments. All of the embodiments described herein are
exemplary embodiments provided to enable persons
skilled in the art to make or use the invention and not to
limit the scope of the invention which is defined by the
claims. Furthermore, there is no intention to be bound by
any expressed or implied theory presented in the pre-
ceding technical field, background, brief summary, or the
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following detailed description.
[0014] A functional block diagram of an exemplary av-
ionics display system 100 is depicted in FIG. 1, and in-
cludes a processor 102, a plurality of data sources 104,
a display device 106, an automatic dependent surveil-
lance-broadcast (ADS-B) receiver 108, and a transceiver
110. The processor 102 is in operable communication
with the data sources 104 and the display device 106.
The processor 102 is coupled to receive various types
of aircraft data from the data sources 104, and may be
implemented using any one (or a plurality) of numerous
known general-purpose microprocessors or application
specific processor(s) that operates in response to pro-
gram instructions. In the depicted embodiment, the proc-
essor 102 includes on-board RAM (random access mem-
ory) 103, and on-board ROM (read only memory) 105.
The program instructions that control the processor 102
may be stored in either or both the RAM 103 and the
ROM 105. For example, the operating system software
may be stored in the ROM 105, whereas various oper-
ating mode software routines and various operational pa-
rameters may be stored in the RAM 103. It will be appre-
ciated that this is merely exemplary of one scheme for
storing operating system software and software routines,
and that various other storage schemes may be imple-
mented. It will also be appreciated that the processor 102
may be implemented using various other circuits, not just
a programmable processor. For example, digital logic cir-
cuits and analog signal processing circuits could also be
used. In this respect, the processor 102 may include or
cooperate with any number of software programs (e.g.,
avionics display programs) or instructions designed to
carry out various methods, process tasks, calculations,
and control/display functions described below.
[0015] The data sources 104 supply the above-men-
tioned aircraft data to the processor 102. The data sourc-
es 104 may include a wide variety of informational sys-
tems, which may reside onboard the aircraft or at a re-
mote location. By way of example, the data sources 104
may include one or more of a runway awareness and
advisory system, an instrument landing system, a flight
director system, a weather data system, a terrain avoid-
ance and warning system, a traffic and collision avoid-
ance system, a terrain database, an inertial reference
system, a navigational database, and a flight manage-
ment system. The data sources 104 may also include
mode, position, and/or detection elements (e.g., gyro-
scopes, global positioning systems, inertial reference
systems, avionics sensors, etc.) capable of determining
the mode and/or position of the aircraft relative to one or
more reference locations, points, planes, or navigation
aids, as well as the present position and altitude of the
aircraft.
[0016] The display device 106 is used to display vari-
ous images and data, in a graphic, iconic, and a textual
format, and to supply visual feedback to the user 109. It
will be appreciated that the display device 106 may be
implemented using any one of numerous known displays
suitable for rendering graphic, iconic, and/or text data in
a format viewable by the user 109. Non-limiting examples
of such displays include various cathode ray tube (CRT)
displays, and various flat panel displays, such as various
types of LCD (liquid crystal display), TFT (thin film tran-
sistor) displays, and OLED (organic light emitting diode)
displays. The display may additionally be based on a
panel mounted display, a HUD projection, or any known
technology. In an exemplary embodiment, display device
106 includes a panel display. It is further noted that the
system 100 could be implemented with more than one
display device 106. For example, the system 100 could
be implemented with two or more display devices 106.
[0017] No matter the number or particular type of dis-
play that is used to implement the display device 106, it
was noted above that the processor 102 is responsive
to the various data it receives to render various images
on the display device 106. The images that the processor
102 renders on the display device 106 will depend, for
example, on the type of display being implemented. For
example, the display device 106 may implement one or
more of a multi-function display (MFD), a three-dimen-
sional MFD, a primary flight display (PFD), a synthetic
vision system (SVS) display, a vertical situation display
(VSD), a horizontal situation indicator (HSI), a traffic
awareness and avoidance system (TAAS) display, a
three-dimensional TAAS display, just to name a few.
Moreover, and as FIG. 1 depicts in phantom, the system
100 may be implemented with multiple display devices
106, each of which may implement one or more these
different, non-limiting displays. The display device 106
may also be implemented in an electronic flight bag (EFB)
and, in some instance, some or all of the system 100 may
be implemented in an EFB.
[0018] The ADS-B receiver 108 is configured to receive
ADS-B transmissions from one or more external traffic
entities (e.g., other aircraft) and supplies ADS-B traffic
data to the processor 102. As is generally known, ADS-
B is a cooperative surveillance technique for air traffic
control and related applications. More specifically, each
ADS-B equipped aircraft automatically and periodically
transmits its state vector. An aircraft state vector typically
includes its position, airspeed, altitude, intent (e.g.,
whether the aircraft is turning, climbing, or descending),
aircraft type, and flight number. Each ADS-B receiver,
such as the ADS-B receiver 108 in the depicted system
100, that is within the broadcast range of an ADS-B trans-
mission, processes the ADS-B transmission and sup-
plies ADS-B traffic data to one or more other devices. In
the depicted embodiment, and as was just mentioned,
these traffic data are supplied to the processor 102 for
additional processing. This additional processing will be
described in more detail further below.
[0019] Before proceeding further it is noted that one or
more of the position, airspeed, altitude, intent, aircraft
type, and flight number for the one or more traffic entities
may be supplied to the processor 102 from one or more
data sources 104 other than the ADS-B receiver 108. For
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example, the data sources 104 may additionally include
one or more external radar, radio, or data uplink devices
that may supply, preferably in real-time, these data.
[0020] The transceiver 110 is configured to receive at
least textual datalink messages that are transmitted to
the flight deck system 100 via, for example, modulated
radio frequency (RF) signals. The transceiver 110 de-
modulates the textual datalink messages, and supplies
the demodulated textual datalink messages to the proc-
essor 102. The textual datalink messages include data
representative of various messages between ground sta-
tions (e.g., air traffic control stations) and the host aircraft,
as well as other aircraft that may be within the same air-
craft sector. Thus, the processor 102 further processes
the textual datalink messages and, as will be described
further below, parses the messages and determines the
relevance of the messages to the host aircraft. The proc-
essor 104 may also supply textual datalink messages to
the transceiver 110, which in turn modulates the textual
datalink messages and transmits the modulated textual
datalink messages to, for example, an air traffic control
station (not shown). In the depicted embodiment, the
transceiver 110 is separate from the processor 102. How-
ever, it will be appreciated that the transceiver 110 could
be implemented as part of the processor 102.
[0021] The depicted system 100 may also include a
user interface 112 and one or more audio output devices
114. The user interface 112, if included, is in operable
communication with the processor 102 and is configured
to receive input from the pilot 109 and, in response to the
user input, supply command signals to the processor
102. The user interface 112 may be any one, or combi-
nation, of various known user interface devices including,
but not limited to, a cursor control device (CCD) 111,
such as a mouse, a trackball, or joystick, and/or a key-
board, one or more buttons, switches, or knobs. In the
depicted embodiment, the user interface 112 includes a
CCD 111 and a keyboard 113. The pilot 109 uses the
CCD 111 to, among other things, move a cursor symbol
on the display device 106, and may use the keyboard
113 to, among other things, input textual data.
[0022] The audio output devices 114 may be variously
implemented. No matter the specific implementation,
each audio output device 114 is preferably in operable
communication with the processor 102. The processor
102, other non-depicted circuits or devices, supplies an-
alog audio signals to the output devices 114. The audio
devices 114, in response to the analog audio signals,
generate audible sounds. The audible sounds may in-
clude speech (actual or synthetic) or generic sounds or
tones associated with alerts and notifications.
[0023] In addition to the functions described above, the
processor 102 is configured to implement what is referred
to herein as a data context modeler (DCM) 130. The DCM
130 collects data from one or more of the data sources
104, the ADS-B receiver 108, and datalink messages
from the transceiver 110, and generates a spatial and
temporal situational model for the aircraft. The DCM 130
determines the relevance of datalink messages to the
host aircraft, and parses known message formats such
as, for example, NOTAMS and METARS, and populates
the situation model with updated data. The DCM 130 may
also be configured to monitor datalink messages trans-
mitted to other aircraft, determine the relevance of these
datalink messages, and populate the situational model
appropriately. The DCM 130 preferably collects all of the
available ADS-B data and integrates the information into
the situational model.
[0024] The DCM 130 is also preferably configured to
monitor and analyze data patterns to build, identify, and
categorize context models of tasks, scenarios, and phas-
es of flight. These context models are used by the DCM
130 to identify and correlate aircraft behaviors, pilot be-
haviors, and the interaction of these behaviors. The sit-
uational model within the data context modeler 130 is
also preferably configured to predict likely upcoming
changes. The DCM 130 preferably uses statistical anal-
yses that identify patterns of activity to predict future
changes for the host aircraft. For example, if aircraft
ahead of the host aircraft turn into the wind, the data
context modeler 130 may generate an alert to notify the
pilot 109 that he or she will likely be receiving the same
clearance.
[0025] The data context modeler 130 integrates infor-
mation embedded in datalink messages, along with re-
ceived ADS-B transmissions and other sensor based da-
ta, to build a situational model of the host aircraft envi-
ronment, which can be filtered and displayed in a single
location, such as on the display device 106. The data
context modeler 130, based on data received from these
various data sources, continuously updates the situation-
al model. The situational model integrates all of the re-
ceived information and generates, for rendering on the
display device 106, a display that improves the situational
awareness of the host aircraft environment, including cur-
rent state and anticipated future state.
[0026] Other aircraft automated systems may also
benefit from the situational model that the DCM 130
builds. Thus, as FIG. 1 additionally depicts, the DCM 130
may be used to drive adaptive automation decisions in
these systems regarding how to allocate functions, inter-
vene, or alert. The spatial and temporal situational model
is compiled from flight data and sensors onboard the host
aircraft. For example, radar data will be used to build a
spatial model of the air traffic while ADS-B data, datalink
messages, and other data are used to predict how the
spatial model will change in the near future and display
the situational model and predicted trajectories on the
navigation display. Thus, rather than having to continu-
ously monitor the navigation map over a period of time
in order to perceive and predict the pattern changes on
the map, the information is depicted graphically and is
available at a glance.
[0027] The spatial and temporal situational model may
be rendered on the display device 106 using any one of
numerous types of paradigms. With reference now to
5 6 
EP 2 434 470 B1
5
5
10
15
20
25
30
35
40
45
50
55
FIG. 2, an example image, according to one particular
paradigm, that includes exemplary textual, graphical,
and/or iconic information rendered on the display device
106, in response to appropriate image rendering display
commands from the processor 104 is depicted. It is seen
that the display device 106 simultaneously renders an
image of a two-dimensional lateral situation view of ter-
rain 202, a top-view aircraft symbol 204, various naviga-
tion aids, and various other information that will not be
further described. It is noted that the rendered image 200
is merely exemplary, and is provided herein for clarity
and ease of illustration and description. Indeed, the im-
age could be rendered without terrain, or as a vertical
situation view (with or without terrain), or as a perspec-
tive, three-dimensional view of the aircraft flight path (with
or without terrain), just to name a few non-limiting alter-
natives.
[0028] The navigation aids that are rendered may also
vary, but in FIG. 2 these include a range ring 206 and
associated range indicator 208, one or more icons rep-
resentative of various waypoints 212 along the current
flight plan 213 (only one in the depicted image), a plurality
of time-interval icons 214 (e.g., 214-1, 214-2, 214-3), one
or more other aircraft icons 216 (e.g., 216-1, 216-2,
216-3) that are representative of other aircraft, and one
or more other aircraft information icons 218 (e.g., 218-1,
218-2) that are representative of information associated
with each of the other aircraft. It will be appreciated that
the depicted shapes of the time-interval icons 214, the
other aircraft icons 216, and the other aircraft information
icons 218 are merely exemplary of one particular em-
bodiment, and that other shapes may be used. Moreover,
each of these icons may be rendered in different colors,
as needed or desired.
[0029] No matter the specific shapes and colors that
are used, the time-interval icons 214 are preferably ren-
dered on the current leg of the current flight plan 213,
and represent the likely future location of the aircraft. The
relative locations of the time-interval icons 214 are rep-
resentative of the relative time interval to reach the loca-
tion represented by the time-interval icon 214, and the
relative size of the time-interval icons 214 is represent-
ative of the probability of correctness. For example, the
first time-interval icon 214 is rendered closer to the air-
craft icon 204 and much larger than the second and third
time-interval icons 214-2, 214-3. Thus indicating that the
relative time to reach the location associated with the first
time-interval icon 214 is less than the time to reach the
locations associated with the second and third time-in-
terval icons 214-2, 214-3, and the probability of correct-
ness of the relative times is greater for the first time-in-
terval icon 214-1 that it is for the second and third time-
interval icons 214-2, 214-3.
[0030] The other aircraft icons 216 are rendered, at
least in the depicted embodiment, as diamond-shaped
icons, with dotted lines 222 emanating from one of the
corners to indicate the general trajectory of the aircraft.
It will be appreciated that the other aircraft icons 216
could be rendered differently, not just as diamond-
shaped icons. The other aircraft information icons 218
are rendered, at least in the depicted embodiment, as
triangle-shaped icons that vary in length, width, and
transparency, based on the determined relevance of the
of the datalink messages and on the ADS-B data received
from that particular aircraft. For example, the length of
the aircraft information icon 218 may vary with speed,
and the width and transparency of the information icon
218 may vary with information relevance. In the depicted
embodiment, the aircraft information icon 218-1 associ-
ated with the first aircraft 216 is rendered much shorter,
much wider, and with slightly more transparency than the
aircraft information icon 218-2 associated with the sec-
ond aircraft 216-2. This indicates that the first aircraft
216-1 is traveling, along the depicted trajectory 222, at
a much lower speed than that of the second aircraft
216-2, and the relevance of the datalink messages and
ADS-B data received from first aircraft 216-1 are greater
than those received from the second aircraft 216-2. It will
additionally be appreciated that the other aircraft infor-
mation icons 218 could also be rendered differently.
[0031] Before proceeding further, it should be noted
that in the depicted embodiment an aircraft information
icon 218 is not rendered for the third aircraft 216-3. This
is because, based on the information received from the
third aircraft 216-3, it neither has, nor will have, a potential
spatial or temporal impact on the aircraft.
[0032] The general methodology that is implemented
by the data context modeler 130, and that was described
above, is depicted in flowchart form in FIG. 3. For com-
pleteness, a description of this method 300 will now be
provided. In doing so, it is noted that the parenthetical
references refer to like-numbered flowchart blocks.
[0033] The method 300 begins by awaiting the receipt
of data, which may include a datalink message and/or
ADS-B data and/or data from the other data sources 104
(302). As noted above, a received datalink message may
be one that is transmitted to, and associated with, the
aircraft in which the system 100 is installed, or it may be
transmitted to, and associated with, another aircraft. In
either case, when a datalink message and/or ADS-B data
and/or other data are received, it is supplied to the proc-
essor 102. The processor 102, implementing the data
context modeler 130, then processes the datalink mes-
sage and/or ADS-B data and or other data (304). The
processor 102, implementing the data context modeler
130, builds and/or updates the spatial and temporal sit-
uational model for the aircraft based on the processed
datalink messages and/or ADS-B data and/or other data
(306). The spatial and temporal situational model is then
rendered on the display device 106 (308).
[0034] Those of skill in the art will appreciate that the
various illustrative logical blocks, modules, circuits, and
algorithm steps described in connection with the embod-
iments disclosed herein may be implemented as elec-
tronic hardware, computer software, or combinations of
both. Some of the embodiments and implementations
7 8 
EP 2 434 470 B1
6
5
10
15
20
25
30
35
40
45
50
55
are described above in terms of functional and/or logical
block components (or modules) and various processing
steps. However, it should be appreciated that such block
components (or modules) may be realized by any
number of hardware, software, and/or firmware compo-
nents configured to perform the specified functions. To
clearly illustrate this interchangeability of hardware and
software, various illustrative components, blocks, mod-
ules, circuits, and steps have been described above gen-
erally in terms of their functionality. Whether such func-
tionality is implemented as hardware or software de-
pends upon the particular application and design con-
straints imposed on the overall system. Skilled artisans
may implement the described functionality in varying
ways for each particular application, but such implemen-
tation decisions should not be interpreted as causing a
departure from the scope of the present invention. For
example, an embodiment of a system or a component
may employ various integrated circuit components, e.g.,
memory elements, digital signal processing elements,
logic elements, look-up tables, or the like, which may
carry out a variety of functions under the control of one
or more microprocessors or other control devices. In ad-
dition, those skilled in the art will appreciate that embod-
iments described herein are merely exemplary imple-
mentations.
[0035] The various illustrative logical blocks, modules,
and circuits described in connection with the embodi-
ments disclosed herein may be implemented or per-
formed with a general purpose processor, a digital signal
processor (DSP), an application specific integrated cir-
cuit (ASIC), a field programmable gate array (FPGA) or
other programmable logic device, discrete gate or tran-
sistor logic, discrete hardware components, or any com-
bination thereof designed to perform the functions de-
scribed herein. A general-purpose processor may be a
microprocessor, but in the alternative, the processor may
be any conventional processor, controller, microcontrol-
ler, or state machine. A processor may also be imple-
mented as a combination of computing devices, e.g., a
combination of a DSP and a microprocessor, a plurality
of microprocessors, one or more microprocessors in con-
junction with a DSP core, or any other such configuration.
The word "exemplary" is used exclusively herein to mean
"serving as an example, instance, or illustration." Any
embodiment described herein as "exemplary" is not nec-
essarily to be construed as preferred or advantageous
over other embodiments.
[0036] The steps of a method or algorithm described
in connection with the embodiments disclosed herein
may be embodied directly in hardware, in a software mod-
ule executed by a processor, or in a combination of the
two. A software module may reside in RAM memory, flash
memory, ROM memory, EPROM memory, EEPROM
memory, registers, hard disk, a removable disk, a CD-
ROM, or any other form of storage medium known in the
art. An exemplary storage medium is coupled to the proc-
essor such the processor can read information from, and
write information to, the storage medium. In the alterna-
tive, the storage medium may be integral to the proces-
sor. The processor and the storage medium may reside
in an ASIC. The ASIC may reside in a user terminal. In
the alternative, the processor and the storage medium
may reside as discrete components in a user terminal.
[0037] In this document, relational terms such as first
and second, and the like may be used solely to distinguish
one entity or action from another entity or action without
necessarily requiring or implying any actual such rela-
tionship or order between such entities or actions. Nu-
merical ordinals such as "first," "second," "third," etc. sim-
ply denote different singles of a plurality and do not imply
any order or sequence unless specifically defined by the
claim language. The sequence of the text in any of the
claims does not imply that process steps must be per-
formed in a temporal or logical order according to such
sequence unless it is specifically defined by the language
of the claim. The process steps may be interchanged in
any order without departing from the scope of the inven-
tion as long as such an interchange does not contradict
the claim language and is not logically nonsensical.
[0038] Furthermore, depending on the context, words
such as "connect" or "coupled to" used in describing a
relationship between different elements do not imply that
a direct physical connection must be made between
these elements. For example, two elements may be con-
nected to each other physically, electronically, logically,
or in any other manner, through one or more additional
elements.
[0039] While at least one exemplary embodiment has
been presented in the foregoing detailed description of
the invention, it should be appreciated that a vast number
of variations exist. It should also be appreciated that the
exemplary embodiment or exemplary embodiments are
only examples, and are not intended to limit the scope,
applicability, or configuration of the invention in any way.
Rather, the foregoing detailed description will provide
those skilled in the art with a convenient road map for
implementing an exemplary embodiment of the inven-
tion. It being understood that various changes may be
made in the function and arrangement of elements de-
scribed in an exemplary embodiment without departing
from the scope of the invention.
Claims
1. A method for improving aircraft pilot situational
awareness, comprising the steps of:
receiving datalink messages in an aircraft;
receiving automatic dependent surveillance-
broadcast (ADS-B) data in the aircraft;
processing the received datalink messages;
processing the received ADS-B data;
generating a spatial and temporal situational
model for the aircraft based on the processed
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datalink messages and the processed ADS-B
data; and
rendering at least a portion of the spatial and
temporal situational model on a display device
within the aircraft,
wherein the rendered portion of the spatial and
temporal situational model comprises:
at least a portion of the current flight plan
(213) for the aircraft,
a plurality of time-interval icons (214) on at
least a portion of the rendered current flight
plan (213), each time interval icon rendered
(i) at a position on the current flight plan
(213) representative of a relative time inter-
val to reach the position represented by the
time-interval icon (214) and (ii) with a rela-
tive size that is representative of the prob-
ability of correctness.
2. The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of process-
ing the received datalink messages comprises:
parsing each of the received datalink messages
into individual information elements; and
assessing the relevance of each the received
datalink messages from the individual informa-
tion elements.
3. The method of Claim 1, further comprising:
processing data representative of aircraft mode
and position,
wherein the spatial and temporal situational
model for the aircraft is generated based addi-
tionally on the processed sensor data.
4. The method of Claim 1, further comprising:
generating context models of tasks, scenarios,
and phases of flight based on the processed da-
talink messages and the processed ADS-B da-
ta; and
identifying and correlating aircraft behaviors, pi-
lot behaviors, and interactions of the aircraft and
pilot behaviors.
5. The method of Claim 1, further comprising:
statistically analyzing the processed datalink
messages and the processed ADS-B data to
identify patterns of activity of other aircraft; and
predicting future changes for the aircraft based
on the identified patterns of activity.
6. The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of rendering
at least a portion of the spatial and temporal situa-
tional model further comprises:
rendering one or more other aircraft icons, each
rendered aircraft icon representative of an other
aircraft; and
rendering one or more other aircraft information
icons, each rendered other aircraft information
icon representative of information associated
with one of the other aircraft.
7. An aircraft pilot situational awareness improvement
system, comprising:
a display device (106) coupled to receive image
rendering display commands and configured,
upon receipt thereof, to render one or more im-
ages; and
a processor (104) configured to receive datalink
messages and automatic dependent surveil-
lance-broadcast (ADS-B) and configured, upon
receipt thereof, to:
process the received datalink messages
and the received ADS-B data;
generate a spatial and temporal situational
model for the aircraft based on the proc-
essed datalink messages and the proc-
essed ADS-B data; and
supply image rendering display commands
to the display device that cause the display
device to render at least a portion of the spa-
tial and temporal situational model, wherein
the rendered portion of the spatial and tem-
poral situational model comprises:
at least a portion of the current flight
plan (213) for the aircraft,
a plurality of time-interval icons on at
least a portion of the rendered current
flight plan (213), each time interval icon
(214) rendered (i) at a position on the
current flight (213) plan representative
of a relative time interval to reach the
position represented by the time-inter-
val icon (214) and (ii) with a relative size
that is representative of the probability
of correctness.
8. The system of Claim 7, wherein the processor is fur-
ther configured to:
parse each of the received datalink messages
into individual information elements; and
assess the relevance of each the received da-
talink messages from the individual information
elements.
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Patentansprüche
1. Verfahren zur Verbesserung des Situationsbe-
wusstseins von Flugzeugpiloten, das folgende
Schritte umfasst:
Empfangen von Datenverbindungsnachrichten
eines Flugzeugs;
Empfangen von automatischen bordabhängi-
gen Rundsendeüberwachungen (ADS-B) in
dem Flugzeug;
Verarbeiten der empfangenen Datenverbin-
dungsnachrichten;
Verarbeiten der empfangenen ADS-B-Daten;
Erzeugen eines räumlichen und zeitlichen Si-
tuationsmodels für das Flugzeug auf der Basis
der verarbeiteten Datenverbindungsnachrich-
ten und der verarbeiteten ADS-B-Daten; und
Wiedergeben mindestens eines Abschnitts des
räumlichen und zeitlichen Situationsmodells auf
einer Anzeigevorrichtung innerhalb des Flug-
zeugs,
wobei der wiedergegebene Abschnitt des räum-
lichen und zeitlichen Situationsmodels Folgen-
des umfasst:
mindestens einen Abschnitt des aktuellen
Flugplans (213) für das Flugzeug,
mehrere Zeitintervallbildsymbole (214) auf
mindestens einem Abschnitt des wiederge-
gebenen aktuellen Flugplans (213), wovon
jedes Zeitintervallbildsymbol (i), das an ei-
ner Position des aktuellen Flugplans (213)
wiedergegeben wird, für ein relatives Zeit-
intervall maßgeblich ist, um die Position, die
von dem Zeitintervallbildsymbol (214) dar-
gestellt wird, zu erreichen, und (ii) mit einer
relativen Größe wiedergegeben wird, die für
die Wahrscheinlichkeit der Korrektheit
maßgeblich ist.
2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Schritt des
Verarbeitens der empfangenen Datenverbindungs-
nachrichten Folgendes umfasst:
Zergliedern jeder der empfangenen Datenver-
bindungsnachrichten in einzelne Informations-
elemente; und
Bewerten der Relevanz jeder der empfangenen
Datenverbindungsnachrichten aus den einzel-
nen Informationselementen.
3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, das ferner Folgendes
umfasst:
Verarbeiten der Daten, die für den Flugzeugmo-
dus und für die Position maßgeblich sind,
wobei das räumliche und zeitliche Situationsmo-
dell für das Flugzeug auf der Basis der verar-
beiteten Sensordaten erzeugt wird.
4. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, das ferner Folgendes
umfasst:
Erzeugen von Kontextmodellen von Aufgaben,
Szenarien und von Flugphasen auf der Basis
der verarbeiteten Datenverbindungsnachrich-
ten und der verarbeiteten ADS-B-Daten; und
Identifizieren und Korrelieren des Flugzeugver-
haltens, Pilotenverhaltens und der Wechselwir-
kungen des Flugzeug- und Pilotenverhaltens.
5. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, das ferner Folgendes
umfasst:
statistisches Analysieren der verarbeiteten Da-
tenverbindungsnachrichten und der verarbeite-
ten ADS-B-Daten, um Aktivitätsmuster anderer
Flugzeuge zu identifizieren; und
Vorhersagen zukünftiger Veränderungen für
das Flugzeug auf der Basis der identifizierten
Aktivitätsmuster.
6. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Schritt des
Wiedergebens mindestens eines Abschnitts des
räumlichen und zeitlichen Situationsmodels ferner
Folgendes umfasst:
Wiedergeben eines oder mehrerer Flugzeug-
bildsymbole, wobei jedes wiedergegebene
Flugzeugbildsymbol ein anderes Flugzeug dar-
stellt; und
Wiedergeben eines oder mehrerer anderer
Flugzeuginformationsbildsymbole, wovon je-
des wiedergegebene andere Flugzeuginforma-
tionsbildsymbol Informationen darstellt, die mit
einem der anderen Flugzeuge verbunden sind.
7. System zur Verbesserung des Situationsbewusst-
seins von Flugzeugpiloten, das Folgendes umfasst:
eine Anzeigevorrichtung (106), die angeschlos-
sen ist, um Anzeigebefehle zur Bildwiedergabe
zu empfangen, und die konfiguriert ist, nach de-
ren Empfang ein oder mehrere Bilder wiederzu-
geben; und
einen Prozessor (104), der konfiguriert ist, Da-
tenverbindungsnachrichten und automatische
bordabhängige Rundsendeüberwachungen
(ADS-B) zu empfangen, und der nach deren
Empfang konfiguriert ist:
die empfangenen Datenverbindungsnach-
richten und die empfangenen ADS-B-Daten
zu verarbeiten;
ein räumliches und zeitliches Situationsmo-
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dell für das Flugzeug auf der Basis der ver-
arbeiteten Datenverbindungsnachrichten
und der verarbeiteten ADS-B-Daten zu er-
zeugen; und
Anzeigebefehle zur Bildwiedergabe an die
Anzeigevorrichtung zu liefern, die die An-
zeigevorrichtung veranlassen, mindestens
einen Abschnitt des räumlichen und zeitli-
chen Situationsmodels wiederzugeben,
wobei der wiedergegebene Abschnitt des
räumlichen und zeitlichen Situationsmodels
Folgendes umfasst:
mindestens einen Abschnitt des aktuellen Flug-
plans (213) für das Flugzeug,
mehrere Zeitintervallbildsymbole auf minde-
stens einem Abschnitt des wiedergegebenen
aktuellen Flugplans (213), wovon jedes Zeitin-
tervallbildsymbol (214) (i), das an einer Position
des aktuellen Flugplans (213) wiedergegeben
wird, für ein relatives Zeitintervall maßgeblich
ist, um die Position, die von dem Zeitintervall-
bildsymbol (214) dargestellt ist, zu erreichen,
und (ii) mit einer relativen Größe wiedergegeben
wird, die für die Wahrscheinlichkeit der Korrekt-
heit maßgeblich ist.
8. System nach Anspruch 7, wobei der Prozessor fer-
ner konfiguriert ist:
jede der empfangenen Datenverbindungsnach-
richten in einzelne Informationselemente zu zer-
gliedern; und
die Relevanz jeder der empfangenen Datenver-
bindungsnachrichten aus den einzelnen Infor-
mationselementen zu bewerten.
Revendications
1. Procédé d’amélioration de la sensibilisation d’un pi-
lote à la situation d’un aéronef, comprenant les éta-
pes consistant à :
recevoir des messages de liaison de données
dans un aéronef ;
recevoir des données de surveillance dépen-
dantes automatiques par diffusion (ADS-B)
dans l’aéronef ;
traiter les messages de liaison de données
reçus ;
traiter les données ADS-B reçues ;
générer un modèle de situation spatial et tem-
porel de l’aéronef en fonction des messages de
liaison de données traitées et des données
ADS-B traitées ; et
rendre au moins une partie du modèle de situa-
tion spatial et temporel sur un dispositif d’affi-
chage dans l’aéronef ;
dans lequel la partie rendue du modèle de si-
tuation spatial et temporel comprend :
au moins une partie du plan de vol courant
(213) de l’aéronef,
une pluralité d’icônes d’intervalle de temps
(214) sur au moins une partie du plan de
vol courant rendu (213), chaque icône d’in-
tervalle de temps rendue (i) à une position
sur le plan de vol courant (213) étant repré-
sentative d’un intervalle de temps relatif
pour atteindre la position représentée par
l’icône d’intervalle de temps (214) et (ii)
étant d’une taille relative représentative de
la probabilité d’exactitude.
2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’étape
de traitement des messages de liaison de données
reçus comprend :
l’analyse syntaxique de chacun des messages
de liaison de données reçus en éléments d’in-
formation individuels ; et
l’évaluation de la pertinence de chacun des
messages de liaison de données reçus à partir
des éléments d’information individuels.
3. Procédé selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre :
le traitement de données représentatives d’un
mode et d’une position d’aéronef,
dans lequel le modèle de situation spatial et tem-
porel de l’aéronef est généré en fonction égale-
ment des données de capteur traitées.
4. Procédé selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre :
la génération de modèles de contexte de tâches,
scénarios, et phases de vol en fonction des mes-
sages de liaison de données traités et des don-
nées ADS-B traitées ; et
l’identification et la corrélation de comporte-
ments d’aéronefs, de comportements de pilotes,
et d’interactions des comportements d’aéronefs
et de pilotes.
5. Procédé selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre :
l’analyse statistique des messages de liaison de
données traités et des données ADS-B traitées
pour identifier des tendances d’activité d’autres
aéronefs ; et
la prédiction de changements futurs de l’aéronef
en fonction des tendances d’activité identifiées.
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6. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’étape
consistant à rendre au moins une partie du modèle
de situation spatial et temporel comprend en outre :
le rendu d’une ou plusieurs icônes d’autres aé-
ronefs, chaque icône d’aéronef rendue étant re-
présentative d’un autre aéronef ; et
le rendu d’une ou plusieurs icônes d’informa-
tions d’autres aéronefs, chaque icône d’informa-
tions d’autre aéronef étant représentative d’in-
formations associées à l’un des autres aéronefs.
7. Système d’amélioration de la sensibilisation d’un pi-
lote à la situation d’un aéronef, comprenant :
un dispositif d’affichage (106) couplé pour rece-
voir des commandes d’affichage de rendu
d’images et configuré, à leur réception, pour ren-
dre une ou plusieurs images ; et
un processeur (104) configuré pour recevoir des
messages de liaison de données et des don-
nées de surveillance dépendantes automati-
ques en mode diffusion (ADS-B) et configuré, à
leur réception, pour :
traiter les messages de liaison de données
reçus et les données ADS-B reçues ;
générer un modèle de situation spatial et
temporel de l’aéronef en fonction des mes-
sages de liaison de données traitées et des
données ADS-B traitées ; et
envoyer des commandes d’affichage de
rendu d’images au dispositif d’affichage qui
amènent le dispositif d’affichage à rendre
au moins une partie du modèle de situation
spatial et temporel, la partie rendue du mo-
dèle de situation spatial et temporel
comprenant :
au moins une partie du plan de vol cou-
rant (213) de l’aéronef,
une pluralité d’icônes d’intervalle de
temps sur au moins une partie du plan
de vol courant rendu (213), chaque icô-
ne d’intervalle de temps (214) rendue
(i) à une position sur le plan de vol cou-
rant (213) étant représentative d’un in-
tervalle de temps relatif pour atteindre
la position représentée par l’icône d’in-
tervalle de temps (214) et (ii) étant
d’une taille relative représentative de la
probabilité d’exactitude.
8. Système selon la revendication 7, dans lequel le pro-
cesseur est configuré en outre pour :
analyser syntaxiquement chacun des messa-
ges de liaison de données reçus en éléments
d’information individuels ; et
évaluer la pertinence de chacun des messages
de liaison de données reçus à partir des élé-
ments d’information individuels.
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